Amendments to the Claims: 



Listing of Claims as amended: 
What is claimed is: 



(Currently amended) A method of treating or prev e nt i ng diseases selected from the group 
consisting of systemic inflammatory response syndrome (SIRS), sepsis and 
bacteranemia which comprises administering to a patient in need thereof a 
therapeutically effective amount of a benzam i dazo le pharmac e ut i ca l compos i t i on of 
g e n e ra l formu l a ( I ) 



II. > 

19 — 



Ar denot e s a ph e ny le n e or naphthy le n e group opt i ona ll y subst i tut e d by a f l uor i n e , 



a th ie ny le n e , th i azo l y le n e , pyr i d i ny le n e , pyr i m i d i ny le n e , pyraz i ny le n e or pyr i daz i ny le n e 
group opt i ona ll y subst i tut e d i n th e carbon sk ele ton by a C^ - a l ky l group, 



B d e not e s an oxyg e n or su l phur atom, a methy le n e , carbony l , su l ph i ny l or su l phony l 
group, an i m i no group opt i ona ll y substituted by a C ^- a l ky l group wh e r ei n th e a l ky l mo ie ty 



may b e n 



r d i subst i tut e d by a carboxy group, 



e th e a l ky l mo ie ty may be subst i tuted by a carboxy group, 



a A - to 7 - m e mb e r e d cyc l oa l ky le n ei m i no or cycloa l k e ny le n ei m i no group wh i ch may b e 
subst i tut e d by on e or two C ^- a l ky l groups, wh ile an a l ky l subst i tu e nt may s i mu l tan e ous l y 
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bo subst i tuted by a hydroxy, a l koxy, carboxy, carboxy a l koxy, carboxy 



G ^ - a l ky l am i nocarbony l , N - (C4^ - a l ky l ) - N - (carboxy - C4 _ a - a l ky l ) - am i nocarbony l , carboxy - 



G4- 3 - a l ky l ) - am i nocarbony l am i no group, 

a 4 to 7 momborod cyc l oa l ky l ono i m i no group subst i tuted by a hydroxy group, 



a 5 - to 7 - m e mb e r e d cyc l oa l ky le n ei m i no group opt i ona ll y subst i tut e d by a C^ - a l ky l group, 
to wh i ch a ph e ny l r i ng i s fus e d v i a two adjac e nt carbon atoms, 



a morpho li no, p i p e raz i no, N - (C4 - 3 - a l kyl) - pip e raz i no, pyrro li no, 3,4 - d e hydro - p i p e r i d i n 
pyrro l- 1 - y l group, 



R s d e not e s a ph e nyl, naphthy l or monocyc li c 5 - or 6 - m e mb e r e d h e t e roary l group 
opt i ona ll y subst i tut e d by a C^ - a l ky l group, wh ile th e 6 - m e mb e r e d h e t e roary l group 



conta i ns on e , two or thr e e n i trog e n atoms and th e 5-r 



d h e t e roary l group conta i ns 



3 group opt i ona ll y subst i tut e d by a C4 - S a l ky l group, an oxyg e n or su l phur atom c 
3 group opt i ona ll y s 

>r two n i trogen atoms and the abovomont i onod a l ky l s 



X d e not e s an oxyg e n atom, a C^ - alky li m i no, C ^- a l koxy i m i no, C^ - a l ky l hydrc 

G ^ - a l ky li d e n e group e ach of wh i ch may be subst i tut e d by a carboxy group i n th e a l ky l c 
a l kanoy l mo ie ty or i n th e a l ky l and a l kanoy l mo ie ty, 

a-G^ a l ky l or C3 - § cyc l oa l ky l group subst i tuted by an i m i dazo l e or i m i dazo l ono group, 



th e i m i dazo le r i ng may b e subst i tuted by a pheny l or carboxy group and by on e or two 
G ^ - a l ky l groups or by on e , two or thr e e C4 - s - alky l groups, wh ile th e subst i tu e nts may b e 
i d e nt i ca l or d i ff e r e nt and on e of th e abovem e nt i on e d a l ky l subst i tu e nts may 
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s i mu l taneous l y bo subst i tuted by a carboxy group or i n tho 2 or 3 pos i t i on by an am i no, 
am i no group, and 

th e i m i dazo l on e r i ng may b e subst i tuted by a C^ - a l ky l group, wh ile th e a l ky l subst i tu e nt 
may b e subst i tut e d by a carboxy group or i n th e 2 or 3 pos i t i on by an am i no, 

am i no group, and 

add i t i ona ll y a ph e ny l or pyr i d i n e r i ng may b e fus e d to th e abov e m e nt i on e d i m i dazo le and 
i m i dazo l on e r i ngs v i a two adjac e nt carbon atoms, 

an i m i dazo li d i n - 2,4 - d i on - 5 - y l group which may b e subst i tut e d by on e or two C4 - s - a l ky l 
groups, wh ile s i mu l tan e ous l y an a l ky l substitu e nt may b e subst i tut e d by a carboxy group, 



by a a l ky l a l ky l , HOOC o lk y l Y+ ol k y l, t o trazo l y l C_ ^» a l kyl Y^, R^NR^ 

by an i soxazo li d i ny l carbony l group opt i ona ll y subst i tut e d by a C^ - a l ky l group, by a 
pyrro li nocarbony l , 3, 4- d e hydro - p i p e r i dinocarbony l , pyrro l- 1 - y l- carbony l , carboxy, 
am i nocarbony l , a l ky l am i nocarbonyl, di (C^ a l ky l ) am i nocarbony l or 4 to 7 
momborod cyc l oa l ky l ono i m i nocarbonyl group, wh il e i n tho abovomont i onod groups tho 
cyc l oa l ky le n ei m i no mo ie ty may b e subst i tut e d by on e or two C^ - a l ky l groups and 
s i mu l tan e ous l y i n e ach cas e an a l ky l moi e ty or a l ky l subst i tu e nt of th e abov e m e nt i on e d 
G ^ - a l ky l am i nocarbony l , d i- (C 4_3- a l kyl) - am i nocarbony l or cyc l oa l ky le n ei m i nocarbony l 
groups may b e subst i tut e d by a carboxy group, and th e r e ma i n i ng hydrog e n atoms of th e 
G4_4- a l ky l group may b e who ll y or partly r e p l ac e d by f l uor i n e atoms, wh e r ei n 



t i tutod by a carboxy 



Rq , d e notes a hyd r og e n atom, a alkyl Y + a l ky l Y^, ca r boxy a l ky l Y. + 



R a and R 4 togothor w i th tho n i trogen atom botwoon thorn donoto a 4 to 7 momborod 
cyc l oa l ky le n ei m i no group opt i ona ll y subst i tut e d by a carboxy, C^ - a l ky l or carboxy - 

¥ 4 d e not e s a carbon - carbon bond, an oxyg e n atom, a su l ph e ny l , su l ph i ny l , su l phony l , 
NH, NHCOor NH CO NH group and 

¥ g denotes a carbon n i trogen bond or a carbony l , su l phony l , i m i no or NH CO group, 
wh il e tho carbony l group of tho NH CO group i s li nked to tho n i trogen atom of tho 

may e ach add i t i ona ll y b e subst i tut e d by a C^ - a l ky l or carboxy - C^ - a l ky l group, 
phony l su l phony l or pyr i d i ny l group and 

R § d e not e s a C^ - a l ky l , carboxy - C^ - a l ky l or carboxy - C^ - a l ky l carbony l group, 

a-G^- a l ky l group wh i ch is subst i tut e d by a C ^ a l kanoyl or C§^ - cyc l oa l kanoy l group and 
by a C4 - 3 - a l ky l group subst i tut e d by a ch l or i n e , bromine or i od i n e atom, 

R s d e not e s a cyano group or an am i d i no group opt i ona ll y subst i tut e d by on e or two 



th e carboxy groups m e nt i on e d i n th e d e f i n i t i on of th e 
abov e m e nt i on e d groups may also be r e p l ac e d by a group wh i ch may b e 
conv e rt e d in vivo i nto a carboxy group or by a group wh i ch i s n e gat i v el y 
charg e d und e r phys i o l og i ca l cond i tions or 

th e am i no and i m i no groups m e nt i on e d i n th e d e f i n i t i on of th e abov e m e nt i on e d groups 
may a l so b e subst i tut e d by a group wh i ch can b e c le av e d in vivo, wh ile 



by a group wh i ch may bo convortod i nto a carboxy group in vivo i s moant a 
hydroxym e thy l group, a carboxy group e st e r i fi e d w i th an a l coho l wh e r ei n th e a l coho li c 



cyc l oa l kano l wh e r ei n a m e thy le n e group i n th e 3 or A pos i t i on i s r e p l ac e d by an oxyg e n 
atom or by an i m i no group opt i ona ll y subst i tut e d by a C^ - a l ky l , ph e ny l- C^ - a l ky l , ph e ny l- 
G ^ - a l koxycarbony l or Ca _ g - a l kanoy l group and th e cyc l oa l kano l mo ie ty may add i t i ona ll y 

th e oxyg e n atom starts from a carbon atom which carr ie s a doub le or tr i p le bond, a C s-g- 
cyc l oa l ky l a l kano l , a b i cyc l oa l kano l w i th a tota l of 8 to 10 carbon atoms wh i ch may 
add i t i ona ll y bo subst i tuted i n tho b i cyd 
1,3 - d i hydro - 3 - oxo - 1 -i sob e nzofurano l or an alcoho l of formu l a 



R 4 CO O (R e €Rf)-OH T 



R fe d e not e s a hydrog e n atom, a C^ - a l ky l , C^ - cyc l oa l ky l or ph e ny l group and 
R t denotes a hydrog e n atom or a C^ - a l ky l group, 

by a group wh i ch i s n e gat i v el y charged und e r phys i o l og i ca l cond i t i ons i s m e ant a 
totrazo l 5 y l , phony l carbony l am i nocarbony l , tr i f l uoromothy l carbony l am i nocarbony l , 
G4- 6 a l ky l su l phony l am i no, phony l su l phonylam i no, bonzy l su l phony l am i no, 
tr i f l uorom e thy l su l phony l am i no, C^ - a l kylsu l phony l am i nocarbony l , 
ph e ny l su l phony l am i nocarbony l , b e nzy l su l phony l am i nocarbony l or p e rf l uoro - 
G ^ - a l ky l su l phony l am i nocarbony l group 



and by a group wh i ch can b e c le av e d from an i m i no or am i no group in vivo i s m e ant a 
hydroxy group, a b e nzoy l group optiona ll y mono - or d i subst i tut e d by f l uor i n e , ch l or i n e , 
brom i ne or i od i ne atoms, by a l kyl or a l koxy groups, wh il e tho subst i tuonts may 
bo i dent i ca l or d i fferent, a pyr i d i noy l group or a a l kanoy l group, a 3,3,3 
tr i ch l oroprop i ony l or a ll y l oxycarbonyl group, a C^ - a l koxycarbony l or 
G ^ - a l ky l carbony l oxy group, wh e r ei n hydrogen atoms may b e who ll y or part l y r e p l ac e d 
by f l uor i n e or ch l or i n e atoms, a pheny l- C^ - a l koxycarbony l group, a 3 - am i no - prop i ony l 
group wh e r ei n th e am i no group may b e mono - or d i subst i tut e d by C4 - s - a l ky l or C^ - cyc l o - 
a l ky l groups and th e subst i tu e nts may be i dent i ca l or d i ff e r 
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her ei nb e for e d e f i n e d and 



ft ) O CO or 



gGR*)- 



R 3 and R ft , wh i ch may b e i d e nt i ca l or different, d e not e hydrog e n atoms or C^ - a l ky l 




■,, mixtures thereof and tho sa l ts thoroof, 



opt i ona ll y i n th e form of th e pharmac e ut i ca l ^ acc e ptab le ac i d add i t i on sa l ts th e r e of, as w ell 
as opt i ona ll y i n th e form of th e hydrat e s or solvat e s th e r e of, for pr e par i ng a pharmac e ut i ca l 
compos i t i on for th e pr e v e nt i on or treatm e nt of d i seas e s from th e group cons i st i ng of 
syst e m i c i nf l ammatory r e spons e syndrome (S I RS), s e ps i s and bact e ra e m i a. 
(R)-2-(4-amidinophenvlaminomethvl)-1-methvl-5-[1-(carboxvmethylamino)-1- 
(pyrrolidinocarbonvD-ethyll-benzimidazole, optionally in the form of the pharmaceuticals 
acceptable acid addition salts thereof, and optionally in the form of the hydrates or 
solvates thereof. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Original) The method according to claim 2, wherein the monohydrochloride salt of (R)-2- 
(4-amidinophenylaminomethyl)-1-methyl-5-[1-(carboxymethylamino)-1- 
(pyrrolidinocarbonyl)-ethyl]-benzimidazole is used. 

4. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the condition is selected from the 
group consisting of SIRS caused by gram-positive pathogens, SIRS caused by gram- 
negative pathogens, SIRS caused by viruses, SIRS caused by single-cell eukaryotic 
parasites, SIRS caused by fungi, SIRS without organ failure, SIRS with organ failure, 
septic shock, septic syndrome, SIRS caused by pancreatitis, SIRS caused by systemic 
ischaemia, SIRS caused by organ-limited ischaemia, SIRS caused by trauma, SIRS 
occurring in connection with tumour diseases, SIRS caused by tissue damage, SIRS 
caused by burns, SIRS occurring after lengthy operations, SIRS as a consequence of 
organ transplants, SIRS as the result of shock of various kinds, SIRS caused by blood 
loss, SIRS as the result of cardiovascular failure, SIRS as the result of immuno-mediated 
organ failure, SIRS as the result of inflammatory reactions, SIRS as the result of treatment 
with inflammation mediators such as for example tumour necrosis factor alpha and/or beta 
and/or other cytokines, and also consisting of lung damage, acute lung injury and ARDS 
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(acute respiraotry distress syndrome), acute cardiovascular failure, organ failure after 
resuscitation, shock, kidney failure, cardiovascular failure, haematological damage, 
acidosis and multiple organ dysfunction syndrome (MODS) occurring in connection with 
SIRS. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the pharmaceutical composition is intended as 
an accompanying treatment for bacteraemia. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the pharmaceutical composition is intended for 
subcutaneous or parenteral and particularly intravenous administration. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprised of the step of co-administration of an 
inhibitor of platelet function. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7 wherein the inhibitor of platlet function is selected from the 
list consisting of acetylsalicylic acid, fibrinogen receptor antagonists, inhibitors of ADP- 
induced aggregation, P 2 T receptor antagonists and combined thromboxane receptor 
antagonists / synthetase inhibitors. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprised of the step of co-administration of a 
thrombolytically active substance. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9 wherein the thrombolytically active substance is selected 
from the list consisting of alteplase, reteplase, tenecteplase, urokinase, staphylokinase and 
streptokinase. 

11. (Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprised of the step of co-adminstration of 
physiological activators and inhibitors of the clotting system and th ei r r e comb i nant 
ana l oqu e s selected from the group consisting of Protein C, recombinant human activated 
Protein C, TFPI and antithrombin . 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprised of the step of co-administration of 
substances with an antagonistic effect on endotoxins. 



14. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprised of the co-administration compounds 
selected from the list consisting of interleukins, TNF, bradykinin, prostaglandins, 
cyclooxygenases, NO, platelet activating factor, acetylhydrolases, inflammation inhibitors, 
immunosuppressant substances, antibiotics and catecholamines 

15. (Withdrawn) Pharmaceutical composition comprised of 

(a) at least one active substance selected from the group of benzimidazoles of 
general formula (I) 




wherein 



Ar denotes a phenylene or naphthylene group optionally substituted by a fluorine, 
chlorine or bromine atom, by a trifluoromethyl, C^-alky! or Ci. 3 -alkoxy group, 

a thienylene, thiazolylene, pyridinylene, pyrimidinylene, pyrazinylene or pyridazinylene 
group optionally substituted in the carbon skeleton by a d-3-alkyl group, 

A denotes a C^-alkylene group, 

B denotes an oxygen or sulphur atom, a methylene, carbonyl, sulphinyl or sulphonyl 
group, an imino group optionally substituted by a C^-alkyl group wherein the alkyl moiety 
may be mono- or disubstituted by a carboxy group, 

R a denotes a Ri-CO-C 3 . 5 -cycloalkyl group wherein 

R-i denotes a Ci_ 3 -alkoxy, amino, Ci. 4 -alkylamino or di-(Ci_ 4 -alkyl)-amino group, wherein in 
each case the alkyl moiety may be substituted by a carboxy group, 

a 4- to 7-membered cycloalkyleneimino or cycloalkenyleneimino group which may be 
substituted by one or two Ci_ 3 -alkyl groups, while an alkyl substituent may simultaneously 
be substituted by a hydroxy, C-i_ 3 -alkoxy, carboxy, carboxy-Ci_ 3 -alkoxy, carboxy- 
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C-i-3-alkylamino, N-(Ci.3-alkyl)-N-(carboxy-C 1 . 3 -alkyl)-amino, carboxy- 
Ci. 3 -alkylaminocarbonyl, N-(C-|.3-alkyl)-N-(carboxy-Ci.3-alkyl)-aiTiinocarbonyl, carboxy- 
Ci. 3 -alkylaminocarbonylainino, 1-(C-i_3-alkyl)-3-(carboxy-Ci.3-alkyl)-aminocarbonylamino, 
3-(Ci.3-alkyl)-3-(carboxy-C-|. 3 -alkyl)-aminocarbonylamino or 1 ,3-di-(Ci_ 3 -alkyl)-3-(carboxy- 
C 1 _ 3 -a I ky I )-a m i noca rbony la m i no g rou p, 

a 4- to 7-membered cycloalkyleneimino group substituted by a hydroxy group, 

a 5- to 7-membered cycloalkyleneimino group optionally substituted by a Ci_ 3 -alkyl group, 
to which a phenyl ring is fused via two adjacent carbon atoms, 

a morpholino, piperazino, N-(d-3-alkyl)-piperazino, pyrrolino, 3,4-dehydro-piperidino or 
pyrrol-1-yl group, 

a R 2 -CX-C 3 -5-cycloalkyl group wherein 

R 2 denotes a phenyl, naphthyl or monocyclic 5- or 6-membered heteroaryl group 
optionally substituted by a d-3-alkyl group, while the 6-membered heteroaryl group 
contains one, two or three nitrogen atoms and the 5-membered heteroaryl group contains 
an imino group optionally substituted by a Ci. 3 -alkyl group, an oxygen or sulphur atom or 
an imino group optionally substituted by a d-3-alkyl group and an oxygen or sulphur atom 
or one or two nitrogen atoms and the abovementioned alkyl substituent may be 
substituted by a carboxy, carboxy-d-3-alkoxy, carboxy-d- 3 -alkylamino or N-(d_ 3 -alkyl)- 
carboxy-d-3-alkylamino group, and 

X denotes an oxygen atom, a d_ 3 -alkylimino, d_ 3 -alkoxyimino, d_ 3 -alkylhydrazino, di- 
(d_ 3 -alkyl)-hydrazino, d- 4 -alkanoylhydrazino, N-(d_ 3 -alkyl)-d^-alkanoylhydrazino or 
d. 3 -alkylidene group each of which may be substituted by a carboxy group in the alkyl or 
alkanoyl moiety or in the alkyl and alkanoyl moiety, 

a d-3-alkyl or C 3 . 5 -cycloalkyl group substituted by an imidazole or imidazolone group, 
wherein 

the imidazole ring may be substituted by a phenyl or carboxy group and by one or two 
d-3-alkyl groups or by one, two or three d_ 3 -alkyl groups, while the substituents may be 
identical or different and one of the abovementioned alkyl substituents may 
simultaneously be substituted by a carboxy group or in the 2 or 3 position by an amino, 
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C 2 -4-alkanoylamino, C-|. 3 -alkylamino, N-(C 2 ^-alkanoyl)-Ci. 3 -alkylaiTiino or di-(C 1 _ 3 -alkyl)- 
amino group, and 

the imidazolone ring may be substituted by a d-3-alkyl group, while the alkyl substituent 
may be substituted by a carboxy group or in the 2 or 3 position by an amino, 
C 2 - 4 -alkanoylamino, C-|. 3 -alkylamino, N-(C 2 ^-alkanoyl)-Ci. 3 -alkylamino or di-(C 1 _ 3 -alkyl)- 
amino group, and 

additionally a phenyl or pyridine ring may be fused to the abovementioned imidazole and 
imidazolone rings via two adjacent carbon atoms, 

an imidazolidin-2,4-dion-5-yl group which may be substituted by one or two d. 3 -alkyl 
groups, while simultaneously an alkyl substituent may be substituted by a carboxy group, 

a d-4-alkyl group which is substituted 

by a d-a-alkyl-Yrd-s-alkyl, HOOdd-s-alkyl-Yrd-s-alkyl, tetrazolyl-Ci^-alkyl-Y 2 , R 3 NR 4 
or R 3 NR 4 -d_3-alkyl group and 

by an isoxazolidinylcarbonyl group optionally substituted by a d- 3 -alkyl group, by a pyrro- 
linocarbonyl, 3,4-dehydro-piperidinocarbonyl, pyrrol-1-yl-carbonyl, carboxy, 
aminocarbonyl, d_ 3 -alkylaminocarbonyl, di-(d_ 3 -alkyl)-aminocarbonyl or 4- to 7- 
membered cycloalkyleneiminocarbonyl group, while in the abovementioned groups the 
cycloalkyleneimino moiety may be substituted by one or two d_ 3 -alkyl groups and 
simultaneously in each case an alkyl moiety or alkyl substituent of the abovementioned 
d_ 3 -alkylaminocarbonyl, di-(d_ 3 -alkyl)-aminocarbonyl or cycloalkyleneiminocarbonyl 
groups may be substituted by a carboxy group, and the remaining hydrogen atoms of the 
d-4-alkyl group may be wholly or partly replaced by fluorine atoms, wherein 

R 3 denotes a hydrogen atom or a d_ 3 -alkyl group optionally substituted by a 
carboxy group and 

R 4 denotes a hydrogen atom, a d_ 3 -alkyl-Y r d_ 3 -alkyl-Y 2 , carboxy-d_ 3 -alkyl-Y r 
d_ 3 -alkyl-Y 2 , d-3-alkyl-Y 2 or carboxy-d_ 3 -alkyl-Y 2 group or 
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R 3 and R 4 together with the nitrogen atom between them denote a 4- to 7- 
membered cycloalkyleneimino group optionally substituted by a carboxy, 
C-i_ 3 -alkyl or carboxy-C-i_ 3 -alkyl group, wherein 

Yi denotes a carbon-carbon bond, an oxygen atom, a sulphenyl, sulphinyl, sulphonyl, 
-NH, -NH-CO or -NH-CO-NH group and 

Y 2 denotes a carbon-nitrogen bond or a carbonyl, sulphonyl, imino or -NH-CO group, 
while the carbonyl group of the -NH-CO group is linked to the nitrogen atom of the R 3 NR 4 
group, and the imino groups mentioned in the definition of the groups Yi and Y 2 may 
each additionally be substituted by a C^-alkyl or carboxy-Ci_ 3 -alkyl group, 

a d-3-alkyl or C 3 . 5 -cycloalkyl group substituted by a R 5 NR 6 group, wherein 

R 5 denotes a hydrogen atom, a C 1<r alkyl, C 5 - 7 -cycloalkyl, phenylcarbonyl, 
phenylsulphonyl or pyridinyl group and 

R 6 denotes a Ci_ 3 -alkyl, carboxy-C-|.3-alkyl or carboxy-C-|. 3 -alkylcarbonyl group, 

a d-3-alkyl group which is substituted by a C 2 -4-alkanoyl or C 5 -7-cycloalkanoyl group and 
by a d-3-alkyl group substituted by a chlorine, bromine or iodine atom, 

R b denotes a hydrogen atom or a Ci_ 3 -alkyl group and 

R c denotes a cyano group or an amidino group optionally substituted by one or two 
C 1 _ 3 -alkyl groups, wherein 

the carboxy groups mentioned in the definition of the 
abovementioned groups may also be replaced by a group which may be 
converted in vivo into a carboxy group or by a group which is negatively charged 
under physiological conditions or 

the amino and imino groups mentioned in the definition of the abovementioned groups may 
also be substituted by a group which can be cleaved in vivo, wherein 

by a group which may be converted into a carboxy group in vivo is meant a hydroxymethyl 
group, a carboxy group esterified with an alcohol wherein the alcoholic moiety is a 
C-i_ 6 -alkanol, a phenyl-Ci_ 3 -alkanol, a C 3 _ 9 -cycloalkanol, while a C 5 . 8 -cycloalkanol may 
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additionally be substituted by one or two d-3-alkyl groups, a C 5 - 8 -cycloalkanol wherein a 
methylene group in the 3 or 4 position is replaced by an oxygen atom or by an imino group 
optionally substituted by a Ci_ 3 -alkyl, phenyl-C^-alkyl, phenyl-C-|. 3 -alkoxycarbonyl or 
C 2 -6-alkanoyl group and the cycloalkanol moiety may additionally be substituted by one or 
two d-3-alkyl groups, a d-7-cycloalkenol, a C 3 - 5 -alkenol, a phenyl-C 3 - 5 -alkenol, a 
C 3 - 5 -alkynol or phenyl- C 3 . 5 -alkynol, 

with the proviso that no bond to the oxygen atom starts from a carbon atom which carries 
a double or triple bond, a C 3 . 8 -cycloalkyl-Ci- 3 -alkanol, a bicycloalkanol with a total of 8 to 
10 carbon atoms which may additionally be substituted in the bicycloalkyl moiety by one or 
two C-i_ 3 -alkyl groups, a 1,3-dihydro-3-oxo-1-isobenzofuranol or an alcohol of formula 

R d -CO-0-(R e CR f )-OH, 

wherein 

R d denotes a d-8-alkyl, C 5 - 7 -cycloalkyl, phenyl or phenyl- d-3-alkyl group 
R e denotes a hydrogen atom, a C^-alkyl, C 5 . 7 -cycloalkyl or phenyl group and 
R f denotes a hydrogen atom or a d^-alkyl group, 

by a group which is negatively charged under physiological conditions is meant a tetrazol- 
5-yl, phenylcarbonylaminocarbonyl, trifluoromethylcarbonylaminocarbonyl, d_ 6 -alkyl- 
sulphonylamino, phenylsulphonylamino, benzylsulphonylamino, 
trifluoromethylsulphonylamino, C^e-alkylsulphonylaminocarbonyl, 
phenylsulphonylaminocarbonyl, benzylsulphonylaminocarbonyl or perfluoro- 
Ci.6-alkylsulphonylaminocarbonyl group 

and by a group which can be cleaved from an imino or amino group in vivo is meant a 
hydroxy group, a benzoyl group optionally mono- or disubstituted by fluorine, chlorine, 
bromine or iodine atoms, by d_ 3 -alkyl or d_ 3 -alkoxy groups, while the substituents may be 
identical or different, a pyridinoyl group or a d. 16 -alkanoyl group, a 3,3,3-trichloropropionyl 
or allyloxycarbonyl group, a d_i 6 -alkoxycarbonyl or d_i 6 -alkylcarbonyloxy group, wherein 
hydrogen atoms may be wholly or partly replaced by fluorine or chlorine atoms, a phenyl- 
d-e-alkoxycarbonyl group, a 3-amino-propionyl group wherein the amino group may be 
mono- or disubstituted by d_ 6 -alkyl or C 3 - 7 -cycloalkyl groups and the substituents may be 
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identical or different, a C^-alkylsulphonyl-Ca^-alkoxycarbonyl, Ci. 3 -alkoxy-C 2 ^-alkoxy- 
C 2 ^-alkoxycarbonyl, R d -CO-0-(R d CR f )-0-CO, C^-alkyl-CO-NH^RgCRh^O-CO or 
C^ 6 -alkyl-CO-0-(R g CR h )-(R g CR h )-0-CO group, wherein R d to R f are as hereinbefore 
defined and 

R g and R h , which may be identical or different, denote hydrogen atoms or Ci_ 3 -alkyl groups, 

the tautomers, stereoisomers, mixtures thereof and the salts thereof, and 

(b) at least one active substance selected from the group consisting of inhibitors of 
platelet function such as in particular acetylsalicylic acid, fibrinogen receptor antagonists, 
inhibitors of ADP-induced aggregation, P 2 T receptor antagonists and combined 
thromboxane receptor antagonists / synthetase inhibitors, thrombolytically active 
substances, such as in particular alteplase, reteplase, tenecteplase, urokinase, 
staphylokinase and streptokinase, physiological activators and inhibitors of the clotting 
system and their recombinant analogues such as in particular Protein C, recombinant 
human activated Protein C, TFPI and antithrombin, substances with an antagonistic effect 
on endotoxins, interleukins, TNF, bradykinin, prostaglandins, cyclooxygenases, NO, 
platelet activating factor acetylhydrolases, inflammation inhibitors, immunosuppressant 
substances, antibiotics and catecholamines 

16. (Withdrawn) Pharmaceutical composition according to claim 15, comprised of 

(a) (R)-2-(4-amidinophenylaminomethyl)-1-methyl-5-[1-(carboxymethylamino)-1- 
(pyrrolidinocarbonyl)-ethyl]-benzimidazole, optionally in the form of the pharmaceutically 
acceptable acid addition salts and optionally in the form of the hydrates or solvates 
thereof, and 

(b) a PAF-AH or a PAF-AH derivative. 

17. (Withdrawn) Pharmaceutical kit comprised of at least 

(a) (R)-2-(4-amidinophenylaminomethyl)-1-methyl-5-[1-(carboxymethylamino)-1- 
(pyrrolidinocarbonyl)-ethyl]-benzimidazole, optionally in the form of the pharmaceutically 
acceptable acid addition salts and optionally in the form of the hydrates or solvates 
thereof, and 

(b) a PAF-AH or a PAF-AH derivative. 

18. (Withdrawn) Pharmaceutical kit comprised of least 
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(a) (R)-2-(4-amidinophenylaminomethyl)-1-methyl-5-[1-(carboxymethylamino)-1- 
(pyrrolidinocarbonyl)-ethyl]-benzimidazole, optionally in the form of the pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable acid addition salts and optionally in the form of the hydrates or solvates 
thereof, and 

(b) a tumour necrosis factor alpha (TNF-alpha) antagonist. 

19. (Withdrawn) Use of a PAF-AH or a PAF-AH derivative or a TNF-alpha antagonist for 
preparing a pharmaceutical composition for combined use with a (R)-2-(4- 
amidinophenylaminomethyl)-1-methyl-5-[1-(carboxymethylamino)-1-(pyrrolidinocarbonyl)- 
ethyl]-benzimidazole. 
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